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FOREWORD
While pastor in Chicago I was invited by a Free Think
ers' Association to speak at one of their meetings on the
theme, "Why I Am a Christian."
My greatest difficulty in preparing the address was
to find some common ground on which we might stand
together, and from which they might be led to faith in
Christ. After days of prayer the following thoughts
came to me during my waking moments early one morn
ing, and the next day for an hour I expanded them to
the "freethinking" unbelievers in an atmosphere elec
tric with the spirit of opposition. But a group of Chris
tians were in a room praying for me during that hour,
and the Spirit of God worked mightily in answer to
prayer, even in the atmosphere of unbelief.
I give the substance of the address which seems to
be a fitting introduction to the line of thought which led
me out of the fog of doubt into the clear light of faith;
and I pray God that it may be used of Him to lead others
in the same way :
"I am a Christian because I am a thinker. Not nec
essarily a profound thinker, but my thinking machine
is so constructed that, if I will let it work, it compels
me to believe in a God who reigns in His world.
In an Arizona desert I saw the leaves of the grease
wood covered with an oily substance designed evi
dently, to prevent evaporation of sap during the long
drought. I saw the mesquite bush with its large long roots
evidently designed to store sap during the brief rainy
season and keep in touch with the underground streams
that the branches above ground might be supported dur
ing the drought. I saw the giant cactus with its store-
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room for water, which is filled during the rainy season
and preserved for its own use and the use of man and
beast during the drought. Now the naturalist says that
"Nature" does these things for a specific purpose. As I
stood among these evidences of design in the desert I
asked the question, "Is Nature a thing or a thinked"
If Nature does not think, how can Nature design? And
if Nature thinks, Nature is not a thing but a personal
ity. My mental machinery is so made that thought compels me to infer a thinker and design, a designer. Intelligent result compels me to infer intelligent cause.
Every man, therefore, has his god, the thinker behind
the thoughts expressed in Nature, the designer behind
the design, the intelligent cause
behind the intelligent
result. The bushman of Africa gives to his fetich the
power to think, design and act. The Chinaman gives to
his idol in human shape the same attributes. A Philosopher like Herbert Spencer calls his idol "the great unknowable." The Christian opens his Bible and reads in
its first verse, "In the beginningGod created the heaven
and the earth." The
God of Genesis is not to be compared with the fetich of the bushman,
the idol ofthe
Chinaman or the unknowable
of the philosopher. There
is a majestic royalty
about this creator-God of the Christian which awes and captivates me. It isthe difference
between Him and It; a thinker and a thing.
"I am
a Christian, again,
because I am a rationalist,
willing that sound reason should have its properplace;
and sound reasonis modest and honest enough to admit
that it is not infallible or
even sufficient as a guide.
There is no such thing as universal reason. What appears reasonable to one is utterly unreasonable to another. There
are degrees of reason
from the half idiot
to the philosopher. Reason may
be diseased and
is
more or less controlled by passion and ignorance. Even
a healthy reason may go wrong, unless
it knows everything, for if there is ignorance in the premises there
will be a flaw in the conclusion.
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"My own reason is modest enough to admit that it is
a very fallible and imperfect guide, and, believing as I
do in a personal God who cares for His creatures, my rea
son leads me to expect that He will reveal Himself
through some other channel. Agnosticism, which is a
sort of science of ignorance concerning God, is a strong
witness in favor of a revelation of God in some direct
way, for, if it be true that man cannot discover God by
looking into his own inner consciousness or through the
telescope and the microscope,this furnishes a strong presumption that He will reveal Himself in some other way.
I am thus prepared to receive the revelation of God in a
book, and, though there are difficulties and mysteries
which I may not fully understand, I believe that the
proof in favor of the Bible's being a revelation from God
is so overwhelming that a man who knows the proof can
not reject it without doing violence to his reason. The
true rationalist is the man who is led by sound reasoning
to see that reason, a mere light on the deck, is not suffi
cient as a guide for the ship. The light on deck serves
a useful purpose, but if the pilot would not wreck his
vessel, he must steer it by the Polar Star of Revelation.
I am a Christian, again, because I am a scientist. I do
not mean that I devote all my time to scientific investiga
tions, but I believe in the scientific method of "gaining
and verifying knowledge by exact observation and cor
rect thinking." An ounce of fact is worth a ton of
theory.

It is scientific to account for facts with little heed to
fads and fancies. And there are two facts which must be
accounted for-the Bible and Jesus Christ. The proofs
in favor of the Bible as the inspired word of God and
of Jesus Christ as the incarnate God are so abundant and
conclusive that any one who knows the proofs and refuses
to accept the Bible as inspired and Christ as divine does
violence to the scientific spirit. He refuses to admit the
existence of the sun while it is shining in the heavens.

10
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"I am a Christian, once more, because I am a man,
whose every need of mind and heart is met in Christ
'the Son of Man.' His ideal of human greatness at
tracts me. The worldly ideal is power which masters
others. Christ's ideal is service. 'Whosoever will be
chief among you let him be your servant, even as the
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister and to give His life a ransom for many.' The
climax of this greatness is seen on the cross as the Son
of man 'suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God,' settling forever the
sin question for all who will accept Him as Savior and
Lord.

I

THE BIBLE ITS OWN WITNESS
E CAN not study the sun by candle, electric
bulb or moon. When the sun rises, all other
lights go out of commission. Yet, the light
of a candle, electric bulb and moon is use
ful; but not as throwing light upon the sun.
So other books are useful, but they bear the relation to
the Bible that candle, electric bulb and moon bear to the
sun. You can study them in the light of the Bible, but
not the Bible in their light. When, therefore, we read a
book or hear a sermon, we do not bring the Bible into its
light for confirmation, but it into the light of the Bible.
To bring the Bible into their light is like bringing the
sun into the light of candle, electric bulb or moon.
Let us now look at the Bible in its own light, as we
study three Scriptures. The first is, John 5:39: "Search
the Scriptures." The second is, II Tim. 3:16-17: "All
Scripture is God-breathed and profitable." And the
third is, II Peter 1:9: "We have also a more sure word
of prophecy."
We have in these words four definitions of the Bible.
1. A Synthetic Definition : "TheScriptures."
2. An Analytic Definition: "All Scripture is God
breathed."
3. A Utilitarian Definition: "And profitable."
4. A Comparative Definition: "A more sure word
of prophecy."
W

Synthetic Definition
Every Jew to whom our Lord Jesus spoke knew what
He meant by "The Scriptures": a body of writings
marked off from all other writings as inspired and
authoritative, substantially the Old Testament as we have

12

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

it now from the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of
Malachi.
It is interesting to trace the history of "The Scrip
tures" in the Scriptures themselves. In Ex. 17:14 we
read: "The Lord said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book." And in Deut. 31:24 we have the his
toric record of the great leader's obedience to the command: "It came
to pass when Moses had made an
end
of writing the words of this law in a book, until they
were finished." And the Levites were commanded to
take this book and "put it by the side of the Ark of the
Covenant," the safest place in the world.
God commanded Moses to write the book; he wrote it
and placed it beside the
Ark for safe keeping.
As to what material Moses used in writing
this book
we know not. A small bit of it was written on stone;
but so large a book, written altogether on
stone, would
have been too heavy and unwieldy for convenient transportation.
He may have
used Papyrus fibre,
very common
in
Egyptian book-making; or vellum, the skin of
animals,
more
common still. I have
also common; or linen cloth,
seen pieces of Egyptian linen, wrapping mummies in the
British Museum, looking almost as fresh as if it had
been woven in a modern loom not more than a hundred
years ago. Whatever the material use, Moses
obediently
wrote the book, and put it in the safest place possible.
The identical manuscript that Moses wrote
was in the
hands of Joshua when he read it to the people, and this
same manuscript may have been lost in the temple one
thousand years after Joshua, in the time of Josiah. The
same manuscript may have been in the hands of Ezra,
one hundred and seventy-five years later still, when he
read it from the pulpit of wood and expounded its mean
ing. And the translations may have
hadthe same manu
script, when about 280 B. C. they rendered the Old Testament Scriptures from the Hebrew and Chaldean into the
Greek, giving us
the "Septuagint,"
which
most pastors
have in their libraries.
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Sum up all the years, and this Mosaic Manuscript
would then be less than fourteen hundred years old; and
I have seen two manuscripts older than that. As I have
looked
the Alexandrine Manuscript in the British
Museum and the Vatican Manuscript in Rome, and com
pared them with surrounding manuscripts, less than five
hundred years old, yet looking soiled, worn and torn, I
could not resist the impression that some intelligent
guardian has watched over these precious documents with
jealous care. And when I remember the placing of the
Mosaic law beside the Ark,
that impression
is deepened.
It becomes a conviction
after I have read Psalm 12:6
and
7:
"The words of the Lord
are pure words, as silver
tried in a furnace of earth purified
seven times. Thou
wilt KEEP them,
O Lord, Thou wilt PRESERVE
them from
this generation forever."
God has preserved His
word in the Ark of the Manuwritten in different places
scripts, over 3800 in existence,
and ages, but so nearly identical as not to affect a single
important teaching.
He has preserved
His book also in
the ark of the translations, hundreds of which have been
made; and in the ark of quotation.
A learned scholar
has announced that he found every verse
of the Old Tes-

at

tament,

except eleven, in

hundred years

after

the writings of
Christ. And the

the Fathers five
hearts of God's

people have been arks
for the preservation of the Word
they have ever loved and cherished.
the Bible certainly intimates that He has
The God of
given personal attention to the
preservation of
His Book .
Now we are
ready for a general definition of "The
Scriptures"
as LITERATURE
WRITTEN AT THE COMMAND OF

GOD UNDER THE
GUIDANCE OF GOD AND
PRESERVED
THROUGH THE AGES BYPROVIDENTIAL
THE
CARE OF GOD.
If God commanded the writing, it is important; if He
guided the writers,

rect in

as many scriptures teach, it is

all its statements;

if He has preserved it

the centuries, it is trustworthy.

corthrough
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Analytical Definition
"All Scripture is God-breathed;" and this is, beyond
all doubt, the correct translation. If we trace this Greek
idiom through the New Testament, we find that in every
other place this translation is demanded. To translate it
otherwise, is to make nonsense. What the author evi
dently meant to say is "All Scripture is God-breathed."
In every one of "TheScriptures" is the breath of God,
which is the life of God.
It does not say that every writer of Scripture is God
breathed, though that is true. Scripture means not
writer but writing. Every writing in The Writings is
God-breathed. In the Scriptures is the life of God, and
in the new birth this life of God is imparted to the soul.
"Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor
ruptible by the word of God." Through the life of God
in these Scriptures we have become "partakers of the
Divine nature:" we are made children of God. The
Bible, therefore, is in a real and unique sense alive with
the Life of God. And live things, even live animals, de
serve respect. Be careful how you cut them up.
But is everything in the Bible true? Does not Satan
say, "All that a man hath will he give for his life." Is
he not a liar? And have not thousands of our soldiers
proved him to be a liar by giving their lives for liberty
and humanity? Yes. But this false saying of Satan
is God-breathed in the sense that it is a true record of
what the old liar said. The words of Judas are recorded
just as they were spoken. "Thy word, O Lord, is true
from the beginning," even when it reports the words of
liars. It makes no mistake, when it records mistakes.
It is faithful in its record of unfaithfulness. It tells the
truth about liars.
"All Scripture is God-breathed" in the truth its au
thors wrote and in the truthfulness of its record concern
ing falsehood.
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Utilitarian Definition

"Profitable for Doctrine."The Scriptures are the quarry from which we get the
stones of truth with which we build our wall of creed.
And creed is character. "As a man thinketh, so is he."
Tell me what you really believe and I can tell you what
you are. If you believe nothing, you are nothing.
And yet in some circles of modern thinking creeds
are decried. Some boast that they have gone beyond the
need of a creed. Their religion is only a life. But a
little scrutiny reveals that such creedless professors really
have a very definite creed. Their creed is that one need
not have a creed. Their belief is that you need not be
lieve. Their deepest conviction is that there is no need
of conviction. A creed is simply a definite statement of
what one believes; and, if you believe anything, you
ought to be able and willing to express it in definite
terms. A failure to do so is proof of a loose mental habit.
"I believe and, therefore, have I spoken" says the
Psalmist; and in these words he gives the secret of a pow
erful ministry. The creedless preacher is a mere vapor
izer, who fills the atmosphere with mist and fog. No
thunderbolts ever come from such clouds.
1.

"Profitable for Reproof."There is little, if any, thought of rebuke in this word.
It might be translated "proof" or "evidence" as in Heb.
2:1: "Faith is the evidence of things not seen." The
Scriptures prove and re-prove. They furnish abundance
of stones for our wall of creed, and from them we may
get a plumb line which we may drop down beside the
wall, to see whether or not it is straight. We build our
creeds out of Scriptures and constantly use the Scrip
tures as a test of their accuracy.
3. "Profitable for Correction."
In this word is the idea of making things right. A
plumb line may reveal that the wall is crooked, but can2.
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not straighten it. The Scriptures, however, not only reveal the imperfection of your creed, but enable you to
rectify it. Try all creeds by the Word of God, and not
the Word of God by the creeds.

4.

"Profitable for Instruction in Righteousness"-

Though we accept every statement of the Scriptures
as historically and scientifically correct, its great purpose
is to give "instruction
in righteousness."
It is the only
book which tells us how we may be just with God. The
primary purpose of the incarnation
was to make it possible for God
to be just andthe justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus.
the
The letter to
Romans was written to prove
that
righteousness is, fast of all, right relation; that we must
get right with
God before we can
do right.
All our doing
right is"filthy rags" in God's sight, until we are brought
into right relation with Him through
the atonement of
Christ.
We cannot
get right by
doing right,
for the
past record of evil
still stands against
us; but we do
right
as soon as we get right.
Right doing is the fruit of right
relation. When
we are born again, we
begin to act like
children of God.

5.

"Profitable" for Character Building.-

"That the man of God may be complete."
know the Scriptures is to insure symmetrical
such knowledge there can
not be full
growth. Without
intellectual development.
If the mind is to be enlarged,
it must think after God His great thoughts ofeternity,
omnipotence, omnipresence, infinity, immortality.
Some
birds,, we are told, are hatched and spend their lives in
the crater of an extinct volcano. Such is
the mind that
confines itself to the narrow
limits of merely human
vision, while it refuses to think God's thoughts as revealed in His Book, and though these great thought enlarge the mind, the Bible is, at the same time, a pre
ventive of intellectual pride; on the contrary, it
produces and fosters humility.

To

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

17

While the mind is developed by great thoughts, the
heart is enlarged in love for the lowly, sympathy with
the suffering and compassion for the weak and sinful.
The Lord Jesus, revealed all through the Book, is "the
Son of Man" bound by no fetters of class, race, country
or age, and all who partake of His Spirit become sons
and daughters of man with a passion of love for all peo
ples. Their patriotism does not love their own country
less, while it becomes world-wide in its desire and effort
to go to the ends of the earth with its message of peace
and good-will to all mankind.
But this breadth of love does not imply breadth of
spirit to the extent of disloyalty to truth and righteous
ness. In his compassion for all who suffer and struggle
Christ was as broad as the human race, but in His loyalty
to truth and righteousness He was narrow as a razor's
edge. So the thoughts of God make us broad and nar
row; broad like Jesus in love and compassion for all man
kind, and narrow like Jesus in loyalty to truth and right
eousness.
If a man proclaims himself broad in his relation to the
command, "Thoushalt not steal," he is a thief; if broad
on the command, "Thoushalt not commit adultery," he
is a rake; if broad on the command, "Thoushalt not lie,"
he is a liar. This is clear in relation to ethical law, but
not so clear in relation to spiritual law. A man pro
claims himself a broad, liberal, theologian on the great
fundamentals of Christianity, like atonement, the new
birth, the resurrection, retribution, and his friends speak
of him as an up-to-date thinker.

"Profitable" for Eqitipment."Thoroughly
furnished unto all good works."
The word of God furnishes the Sword of the Spirit,
with which the Christian fights the good fight of faith.
It furnishes the seed to be sown for a harvest. It is light
for his path and food for his soul. You are not ready for
any good work without a knowledge of God's Word. An
eminent physician said that no medical student ought
6.
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to be graduated without a knowledge of the book of
Leviticus. No lawyer is equipped for addressing a judge
or jury until he knows the Bible. A Christian merchant
declared that he got his maxims of business from the
Book of Proverbs. No poet, philosopher, historian or as
tronomer can do his best work without a knowledge of
the Bible.
A practical chemist recently said that the knowledge
of chemistry, which Bible writers display, proves that the
book is inspired, for they wrote centuries ahead of their
times.
But for the man of God who wants to do spiritual
work, a knowledge of the Book is absolutely indispen
sable. Nothing can take its place. If he would win the
lost to Christ and edify Christians, he must have his
mind full of the God-breathed word.

"Profitable" for Assurance of Salvation.
"In them ye think ye have eternal life."
We have eternal life in Christ, but all our thinking
about it is in the Scriptures. Christ is revealed in the
Scriptures and our faith in the promises gives assurance
that we are saved. Time was when my arch of Salvation
rested on two pillars, (1) what Christ did for me on the
cross and (2) my feelings. I trusted Christ as Savior,
and, when I felt all right, I was sure that I was saved.
But when a bad case of indigestion came, or the liver
was out of order, I was not so sure of salvation. One
pillar under the Arch, what Christ did for me, re
mained ever the same, but the other pillar of my feel
ings was long one day and short the next, so that the
arch was in danger of toppling to pieces. But when
I John 5:13, "These things have I written unto you,
that believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye
may know that ye have eternal life," became clear to
me, both pillars have remained solid and unchange
able. "These things have I written, that ye may
know." My knowledge of salvation, therefore, de
pends upon the writings or "Scriptures" and not
7.
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at all upon my feelings. I now depend wholly upon
Christ for Salvation and upon the "Scriptures" for as
surance of salvation. I know that I am saved because
God says I am, not because I feel so and so. So both
pillars under my Arch of Salvation remain forever the
same length, and no doubt disturbs my soul. Feelings
may change with the weather or conditions of health, but
the faithfulness of God changeth not. "I change not,
therefore, ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."
"Myhope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness."
The merit of his blood is forever sufficient for my sal
vation from the guilt, pollution and slavery of sin, and
his everlasting righteousness stands behind every prom
ise. If I should be lost, relying upon a promise of God,
He would not be righteous, so my assurance of salvation
depends upon the integrity of a righteous God, who can
not lie. This makes me feel as safe as if I were in Heaven.
His everlasting arms, the arm of His infinite love and the
arm of his unchangeable righteousness, are about me. If
God thus be for me, who can be against me?

8. "Profitable" for Testimony Concerning the Lord Jesus Christ."Theyare they which testify of me."
Historically, ethically, scientifically, the Scriptures are
true. Moses wrote with scientific accuracy hundreds of
years ahead of his time. The first chapter of Genesis
harmonizes with all the facts of present-day science. It
is contradicted only by the vagaries of scientific romanc
ers whose theories, born of fertile imaginations, must be
defended. The Bible is the only book which is always up
to date and, in many cases, hundreds of years before
date. W elhausen declared that the five kings of Genesis
XIV had no historic existence and that the author
evolved them out of his own imagination. But the pick
and shovel have unearthed the dates and deeds of their
reigns until now, according to an eminent archeologist,
Arioch is the certain starting-point of ancient history.
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Welhausen, in a subsequent edition of his book, issued
after the discoveries, simply omitted his false statements
without any acknowledgment of his mistakes. In this
case the Bible was about 2500 years ahead of the his
torians.
There was no mention of Sargon, king of Assyria, ex
cept in the Bible, and the historians refused to credit the
biblical account, declaring that no such king of Assyria
ever existed. But within the last half century pick
and shovel have brought to light tablets and cylinders
which give the date of Sargon's birth with the deeds
of his reign and the ruins of the palace in which he
lived. Again the Bible is proved to have been 2500 years
ahead of the historians.
Job wrote, "He hangeth the earth upon nothing."
The ancients believed that air was not only without
weight but was so buoyant that it lifted things with
weight. But Job tells us that God weigheth the winds.
Now we have discovered that every square inch of at
mosphere weighs about 14 pounds.
Again the Bible was at least 2500 years ahead of the
scientists.
Though the Bible is true and trustworthy in history,
ethics, science and religion, its great purpose is to reveal
God in Christ as the world's Savior. It begins with
the prophecy that the seed of the woman (not of man)
should bruise the serpent's head, and all through its
pages there is the growing vision of Christ until we be
hold Him dying on the cross for our redemption, rising
from the dead for our justification and coming again
for our glorification. "Theyare they that testify of
me." On almost every page of the book there is a path
or pointer that directs to Christ.
Comparative Definition

"We have also a more sure word of prophecy," and
in the following verse, II Peter 1:19, it is "the prophecy
of Scripture," which makes it evident that the writing,
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rather than verbal utterance, is meant. Now with what
is this prophecy of Scripture compared? In the pre
ceding verses Peter tells us that he was an eye witness
of Christ's majesty, that "there came such a voice to
him from the excellent glory," and "this voice which
came from heaven we heard, when we were with Him in
the holy mount."
More sure than "thisvoice from heaven" spoken "from
the excellent glory" is the prophecy of Scripture. In
other words, the writing is better attested than the voice
from heaven. We can be more certain that God speaks
to us through the writings than we could be, if He spoke
to us very day with audible voice accompanied by the
shining glory of heaven. The voice and the glory are less
reliable than the writing, because it would be easier to
deceive us through voice and light than through the writ
ings. But if God should speak to us every day, as He
spoke to Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration, could
we not have absolute certainty of a revelation from Him?
Not so certain as we may be from the writings. The
Scriptures are so authenticated, as the Word of God, that
I am more assured of their being the word of God than
I could be of a voice with a visible light from heaven.
The voice and the light might be imitated, especially in
this age of clever deception through sound and light. But
the writings are so overwhelmingly established as a reve
lation from God for all ages, that to reject them is to
violate all laws of evidence and do violence to one's
reason.
Sky and Stars

This "sureword of prophecy" is the sky in which the
morning star appears, as we see it in the words, "whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place until the day dawn and the day
star arise in your hearts.
The written word is the sky
whereunto we are to take heed till the day dawn and
the day star arise in your hearts."
As you walk out in the early morning, look toward the
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East and you see patches of sky between floating clouds,
and, as you take heed to one patch of the blue, you see a
bright point of light which pierces the darkness in which
you stand, and you know that you have seen the morning
star. Then the gray dawn begins, which grows brighter
till the perfect day.
As a boy, eleven years of age, I sat in the darkness
of my sins and doubts, when my father rose in the pul
pit of the county meeting house and took for his text,
"Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved." And I took heed to that patch of sky till
Christ, the morning star, appeared to my soul, and I
have been in the light of the morning ever since, wait
ing for the sunrise of glory when the King shall appear.
A young man started for his family church one cold,
snowy morning in England; but the weather was so se
vere that he decided to drop into a near-by Methodist
chapel. The storm had kept away the regular pastor,
and an illiterate layman led the service for the seven
teen people who were present. After song, prayer and
Scripture reading, he announced as his text, "Look
unto me and be ye saved all ye ends of the earth."
There were no firstly, secondly and thirdly, but an
earnest exhortation to look to Jesus for Salvation.
When the exhorter saw the sad face of the young man
under the gallery, he said, "Young man, you are not
happy, and what you need is to look to Jesus and be
saved." Several times he looked into the young man's
face and said, with stentorian voice, "Young man, look
to Jesus! look to Jesus!"
That young man took heed to this patch of sky till
the day star arose in his heart, and Charles H. Spurgeon
went out of that chapel to spend his life pointing to the
sky of God's word until thousands took heed and saw
Christ as the bright and morning star.
Before Spurgeon entered into the glory, he saw that
the clear sky of God's written word was being covered
with clouds of doubt and denial, which he knew would
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prevent the people from seeing Christ as the morning
star; and it broke his heart.
Many of our colleges, universities, theological seminar
ies and pulpits have become manufacturies of mist and
cloud which obscure the sky. Let us do what we can to
clear away this mist and cloud by taking heed to the
God-breathed Scriptures and the incarnate Son of God
whom they reveal.
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II
JESUS AS A WITNESS
"Jesus Christ who is the faithful witness."-Rev. 1:5.
J

ESUS CHRIST

WAS NOT A PRODUCT OF THE
AGE IN WHICH HE LIVED, OR PRECEDING AGES,
BUT OF ANOTHER WORLD AND CAME TO THIS
WORLD FOR THE PURPOSE OF REDEEMING IT
FROM SIN. The geologist, finding a stone

where there are no other stones like it, reasonably con
cludes that it was imported. The botanist, finding a
flower where there are no flowers like it, concludes that its
seed was brought from another place. Jesus Christ was
a man like other men, and yet, so different from all other
men, that we are justified in believing he was more than
man; so different as to warrant the conclusion that he
was not a native of this world at all. Our first proof of
this proposition is Jesus Christ" himself in his claims, his
character, and his work.

I.

His Claims.
1. Jesus Claimed that he was "the Son of Man."
There had never been before him in the world such a
Son of Man. His claim was not that he was A son of man,
nor the son of A man, but THE Son of Man, of all men,
of the human race, of humanity. "Thereis something,"
says F. W. Robertson, "exceedingly emphatic in that
expression, Son of Man. Our master is not called the
Son of Mary, but as if the blood of the whole human race
were in his veins, he calls himself the Son of Man. There
is a universality in the character of Christ which you
find in no other man. Translate the words of Christ into
what country's language you will, he might have been
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the offspring of that country. Date them by what cen
tury of the world you will, they belong to that century
as much as to any other. There is nothing of nationality
about Christ. There is nothing of that personal peculi
arity which we call idiosyncrasy. There is nothing
peculiar to any particular age of the world. He was not
the Asiatic. He was not the European. He was not the
Jew. He was not the type of that century, stamped with
its peculiarities. He was not the mechanic. He was not
the aristocrat. But he was the man. He was the child
of every age and every nation. His was a life world
wide. His was a heart pulsating with the blood of the
human race. He reckoned for his ancestry the collective
myriads of mankind. Emphatically, He was the Son of
Man."
Now was there anything in the environment of Christ
to make out of him such a world-wide Son of Man? Just
the contrary. Born of the tribe of Judah, and, having a
legal right to the throne of David, we would naturally
expect him to share the narrow bitter feelings of his
Jewish kindred, and like them chafe under the loss of
national glory. On the other hand he shares none of
their narrow feelings. He teaches them a lesson in broth
erly love by condemning their priest and levite for pass
ing by on the other side, while he praises the hated
Samaritan who stops and helps the wounded man. All
through his life there was a conflict between his universal
sympathy and the narrow bigotry of his people. When
Demosthenes thanked the gods that he was a man and not
a beast, a man and not a woman, a Greek and not a Bar
barian, he expressed the sentiments of all mankind till
Jesus came with the thought of universal humanity. The
Jew thanked God that he was a Jew, and not a Gentile.
The Roman thanked his gods that he was neither Jew nor
Greek, while the Greek was just as thankful that he was
neither Jew nor Roman. Jesus was not Jew enough for
the Jew, nor Roman enough for the Roman, nor Greek
enough for the Greek. They all rejected him, because he
belonged to all alike, and refused to belong to either
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exclusively . The forces at work in the world at that time
did not produce such a man.
2. Jesus claimed that he was the Son of God.-The
high priest said to him on his trial "I adjure thee by
the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the
Christ, the Son of God. Jesus said unto him, "Thouhast
said." (Matt. 26:63.) The high priest understood this
answer as decidedly affirmative, for he at once rends his
clothes, exclaiming "He hath spoken blasphemy; what
further need have we of witnesses?" When Pilate
wanted to let him go, the Jews cried out, "We have a
law and by our law he ought to die, because he made him
self the Son of God." John19:7.) One of the charges
flung into his face on the cross was that he said "I am
the Son of God." (Matt. 27:43.)
Thus the enemies of
Jesus testify that he claimed to be the Son of God. And
his friends who were closest to him and best knew his
mind admit the claim. "I saw and bare record," says
John, "that this is the Son of God." (John 1:34.)
Paul preached "Christin the synagogues that he is the
Son of God," (Acts 9:20.) When the centurion, behold
ing the wonders of the crucifixion said, "Trulythis
was the son of God," he simply echoed the claim of
Christ and his friends, and the charge of his enemies.
3. Jesus claimed that he was God.-As the Son of Man,
he was truly man ; and as the Son of God, he was truly
God. He was not A but THE Son of God. It is evident
that his friends and enemies understood him as claiming
that in being the Son of God he was God. Jesus makes
the claim so clear that it seems to me no candid mind
can doubt it. Listen to these words: "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father." (John 14:9.) Again:
"He that seeth me seeth him that sent me." (John
12:45.) Many men before and after Christ have tried to
demonstrate the existence of God. Jesus made no such
attempt. His mission was to manifest God in his own
person. His claim confirms the message of the angel,
"Theyshall call his name Emmanuel, God with us;"
and Paul shows that he had caught his true meaning
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when he wrote "Godwas manifest in the flesh." ( 1 Tim.
3:16.) Jesus taught the impossibility of knowing God
the Father, except through himself. "No man
knoweth the Father save the Son, and he, to whom
soever the Son will reveal him." (Matt. 11:27.)
He claims identity of divine nature with the
Father in the words "I and my Father are one."
(John 10:30.)
In many places he calmly claims
attributes which none but God can possess. He declares
that he is eternal. To the cavilling Pharisees he said
"Before Abraham was I am." (John 8:58.) As a man
he prays, but in one of his prayers we see a flash of his
divinity. "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was." (John 17:5.) And, with this
eternity of nature, he declares that he has equal honor
with the Father. "TheFather hath committed all judg
ment to the Son, that all men should honor the Son even
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son
honoreth not the Father that sent Him." (John 5:2223.) He claims to be omnipresent as to place and time.
"Wheretwo or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them." (Matt. 18:20.) "Lo,
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. "
(Matt. 28:20.) He claimed that he had power to forgive
sins. (Matt. 9:5-6.) And his enemies were right in their
question, "Who can forgive sins save God only?" He
claimed to be able to work miracles, even to the raising of
the dead. "As the Father raiseth up the dead and
quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will." (John 5:21.) To an unprejudiced mind, there
can be no shadow of doubt as to the fact that Jesus
claimed to be God. And those nearest to him who knew
him best admit and press this claim. John crowns him
Creator of the Universe, "In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. All
things were made by him and without him was not any
thing made that was made." (John 1:3). "We are in
him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is
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the true God and eternal life." (I John 5:20.) Those
who were with him for three years believed that he knew
all things. "Now we are sure that thou knowest all
things , and by this we believe that thou comest forth
from God." (John 16:30.) Peter said: "Lord,thou
knowest all things: thou knowest that I love thee." (John
21:17.)
After Jesus had stilled the tempest on the sea
of Galilee "theythat were in the ship came and wor
shiped him saying, of a truth thou art the Son of God."
(Matt. 14:33.) His receiving their worship proves that he
claimed to be God; their giving their worship proves that
they gladly admitted his claim. Paul's "Christwho is
over all God blessed forever" (Rom. 9:5) was the true
Christ. So that all who today deny his divinity are out
of harmony with Christ himself and the early church.
4. Jesus claimed that he was himself the antidote for
all evil.-Men have presented their plans and philoso
phies for the remedying of earth's ills, but Jesus stands
alone in presenting not a system, but his own personality
as capable of supplying the needs of the soul. To the
hungry soul he says, "I am the bread of life." To men
who stand perplexed about the way from earth to heaven
he says, "I am the way." To Pilate's question: "What
is truth?" which is but the echo of the question of all the
ages, he replies, "I am the truth.' To the seeker after
the secrets of life he boldly says, "I am the life." To
those who are groping in the dark he says, "I am the
light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life." To a world
crushed beneath burdens of guilt, superstition and ig
norance he says, 'Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke up
on you, and learn of me: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls, for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." In
stead of systems of philosophy or plans of relief, he pre
sents himself. This idea is not of the earth. It was not
man's way of doing before or since Jesus came. He
stands alone as the one who offers himself as the remedy
for all evil. There was nothing in the thought of his age
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to suggest this; nothing in his environment to foster it.
The idea bears the superscription of another world.

II. His Character.
To us who have accepted Christ as our teacher his claim
is proof enough. The fact that he claims to be God with
us settles the question. The fact that he offers himself a
remedy for all evil sends us forth proclaiming him as
such. The man who pretends to accept Christ as his
teacher, and yet refuses to accept his claim to divinity, is
grossly inconsistent. There are some, however, who de
mand more evidence than a mere claim. They wish to
know the basis upon which the claim rests. We have a
word for them. Indeed, it is for them we feel most con
cerned. Let me say to such in the outset, there are but
two positions we can hold with reference to Christ.
"Some
said, He is a good man, others said, nay; but he
deceiveth the people." (John 7:12.) Jesus Christ was
either a bad man, or God. None but God, or a de
ceiver, could have made the claims that he did. The
strongest minds on earth stand with uncovered heads
in the presence of his teaching. The sermon on the
Mount, even infidelity is willing to admit, was the
utterance of a clear head and a pure heart. The whole
trend of his life indicates the soundest mind, filled with
the healthy enthusiasm which is a great mission in
spires. He was either God, or the worst of men.
We have just seen that he claimed the attributes of deity.
A good man cannot be a hypocrite. Now, does anyone in
this day contend that Jesus was a deceiver? I have yet
to hear of such an one. A candid Jewish Rabbi admitted
in a sermon some time ago that Jesus was a good man,
whose object was to do good, and died a martyr to his
mission. Such an admission puts a man who rejects the
divinity of Christ in an embarrassing position, for now
he must prove that a good man can be a hypocrite; that
a good man can be the worst of men. There is no middle
ground. Jesus pressed this fact home upon the young
man who came to him saying "Good
master, what must

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

31

I do to inherit eternal life?" when he replied, "Why
callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that
is God?" (Mark 10:17-18.) "To say that I am good is
equal to saying that I am God, and if you admit that I
am good, your place is at my feet as a worshipper, and
the place for your money is on the altar of my service."
The question of Jesus, "Which
of you convinceth me of
sin?" challenges not only his hearers, but all the ages ;
and their verdict has echoed the words of Pilate, "I find
no fault in this man." Friends and foes who lived close
to him and inspected his words and actions confirm the
claim that he was good. Peter says, "He did no sin,
neither was guile found in his mouth." (I Peter 2:22.)
"Ye know," says John, "that he was manifested to take
away our sins, and in him was no sin." ( 1 John 3:5.)
We believe that no man lives today bad enough to deny
this claim, and assert that Jesus was a deceiver. The
thought shocks the consciousness of any one who is at all
familiar with his character. If, then, no one can be
found wicked enough to assert that he was a bad man,
surely the verdict that he was good is universal. AND
IF GOOD,HE WASGOD.

III. His Work.
His work was to establish a kingdom not of this world.
(John 18:36.) Such a thought was not of this world.
The Jews were looking for a temporal king, to deliver
them from Roman rule. If Christ had taken hold of their
idea and used it for his own advancement, he would have
acted like a man, and his success could have been ex
plained as the success of Napoleon and Washington can
be explained. On the contrary, he opposed the leaders
of public opinion, and began the establishment of a spir
itual kingdom which lives today after the ancient king
doms of Greece, Rome and Egypt have ceased to exist,
except in memory. A young man, a poor mechanic, from
a mountain village, with no rich, powerful allies, does this
in three years ! And he does it by the deliberate sacrifice
of himself. Men have died martyrs to their mission. But
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man has never yet planned martyrdom as a part of his
mission. Jesus told his disciples that he would go to Je
rusalem and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.
(Matt. 16:21.) He provides before his death for a me
morial of that death. Men do not build monuments to
their defeats. But Jesus would have his followers re
member not the Mount of Transfiguration, but Calvary;
not his glory, but his shame. Indeed, He makes his shame
the test of discipleship. He tells his followers that they
must expect to be hated, persecuted, killed. Men do not
try to establish kingdoms in this way. All these things
go to prove that Jesus was not native to this world. He
was more than man, and, as I see him standing out dis
tinct from and above all others, I cannot resist the im
pulse to fall at his feet and say with Thomas, "MyLord
and my God."

III
HISTORY AS A WITNESS
"To whom also he showed himself alive after his pas
sion by many infallible proofs. "-Acts 1:3.

G

ILBERT WEST and Lord Littleton agreed
to overthrow Christianity by proving that
the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the con
version of Paul were fictions. Mr. West
chose the resurrection of Christ, and Lord
Littleton the conversion of Paul. The result was that Mr.
West in his effort to keep Christ in the grave was him
self raised from the dead, and Lord Littleton in his at
tempt to prove that Paul's conversion was a myth,
had a vision of himself as a sinner, and Jesus Christ
as Saviour. The two friends, after their honest
investigations, met to worship Him whose religion
they had thought to destroy. Christianity is
a religion of facts ; and those who will honestly
investigate its facts must, like West and Little
ton, be convinced that our proposition is true: JESUS
CHRIST WAS NOT A PRODUCT OF THE AGE IN WHICH HE
LIVED; BUT A NATIVE OF ANOTHER WORLD WHO CAME TO
THIS WORLD FOR THE PURPOSE OF REDEEMING IT FROM SIN.
We will now examine two facts, the existence of
which none will doubt; CHRISTIANITY AND THE BIBLE.
Christianity has been a fact for more than eighteen
centuries, and it is such a fact as cannot be accounted for,
except on the ground that its founder went along with it,
and by his more than human power gave it success. Suc
cess in gathering followers is not of itself proof that a re
ligion is of God. Confucius, Mohammed, and Sin have
succeeded in that way. Confucius adapted his teachings
to Chinese prejudice. Mohammed offered the sensual,

34

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

bloodthirsty Turk a harem for a heaven, and, putting a
sword in his hand, bade him fight for it. Sin succeeds
because men love sin. A dead fish can swim with the cur
rent. Christianity, on the other hand, opposed the cur
rents of men's thoughts, appetites and prejudices. In an
age when there was no word for humility, Christ com
mends the poor in spirit. In an age when everybody's
idea of greatness was in rising above others, He teaches
that true greatness is child-likeness, (Luke 9:48,) and
that the measure of every man's greatness is the amount
of humble service he performs for the good of others. In
an age when to kill an enemy was counted a great virtue,
he taught men to love their enemies. He came not adapt
ing his teachings to the spirit of the age , but calling
upon men to change their minds and their characters.
Opposed to one man and a few poor followers stood Juda
ism, Paganism, philosophy, and the natural heart. And
yet in spite of these He succeeds. He founds no col
lege, has no stated place of meeting around which to rally
his supporters, puts no dependence in organization and
writes not a word, so far as we know, except one sentence
on the sand. "Lo, I am with you alway," He says,
and there is no satisfactory accounting for the success of
his movements, except upon the ground that after his
death he continued to live and do his mighty work.
As Columbus sailed into the mouth of the Orinoco
river, some one suggested that it must flow from an
island. "No," said Columbus, "sucha river as this
must drain a continent." And, as we look at this river
of Christianity flowing down the ages, we are convinced
that it flows from no little island of man's thought and
strength, but from the continent of God's wisdom and
omnipotence. "Do you believe in a God?" asked a trav
eler of his devout Arab guide. "Did you see that track
in front of our tent this morning?" replied the guide.
"Yes." "Well, what sort of a track was it?" "A
camel's."
"Do you see that sunset?" continued the
Arab. "None but God could leave such a track as that."
And as we trace the tracks of Christ on earth and down
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the ages, we believe that none but God could leave such
tracks as His. If he had been a mere man, his religion
would have perished soon after his death and burial.
Leave out his resurrection and there is no accounting
satisfactorily for Pentecost and other scenes that fol
lowed. Accept the resurrection, and all is plain enough.
Another fact open before us is the BIBLE. It is such
a Book that we cannot account for it, except on the
ground that God was its author. Christianity is a Book
religion. Jesus appealed frequently to the Scriptures of
the Old Testament. The main object of Matthew's gos
pel is to prove from the Scriptures that Christ is the
promised Messiah. The sermons of the Apostles are made
up largely of Scripture quotations. The trite saying,
"Christianity is Christ," is no more true than that
"Christianity
is the Bible." Those who oppose Chris
tianity, and those who would substitute something else
than personal faith in Christ as the conditions of salva
tion, must get rid of the Bible. Infidelity and Church
ism agree in setting it aside. An article of Cardinal Man
ning in the NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW abuses the Bible
and appeals from it to the Church; an article in the same
magazine by a champion infidel blasphemer joins the
Cardinal in abusing the Bible, and appeals from it to
reason. Herod and Pilate are friends in their opposition
to the Bible, though they disagree as to the standard of
appeal. I would not pose as a champion of the Bible. It
needs none. It is its own best champion, and has a way
of taking care of itself. But I am here to say that it is a
Book of which God is the author, and like the Christ it
reveals, perfectly human and perfectly divine. And I am
no Book-worshipper. I love to see the Old Book tried by
all the tests of criticism. There have crept into it some
spurious sentences and mistranslations, though not one
that effects a single doctrine. There have crept into St.
Peter's Cathedral some cobwebs on its arches and around
its pillars, but they do not detract from the perfection
of the building. It still stands there a monument to the
genius of Michael Angelo. The sexton who brushes away
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the cobwebs simply reveals the beauty of the structure.
Honest critics are the sextons who brush away the cob
webs from this grand old Cathedral of truth, and we have
no fear that their little brooms will mar its granite walls
and pillars.
Let us look now at some reasons for believing that the
Bible is of Divine origin.

I ts Claims.
It claims to be inspired. "Thus saith the Lord" rings
all through it, clear as a clarion. "Hearthe word of the
Lord," says Isaiah. (Is. 1:10.) "The Lord said unto
me" claimed Jeremiah. ( J er. 1:7.) "The word of the
Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel." (Ezek. 1:3.)
The New Testament puts the seal of inspiration upon
the Old Testament. "The Holy Ghost spake by the
mouth of David." (Acts 1:16.) "Theprophecy came not
in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (2 Peter
1:21.) "All scripture is God-breathed." 2 Tim. 3:16.) If
the men who wrote this book were not inspired, they were
liars, and we have to explain how the Book which con
tains the highest morality ever given to earth could be
written by a set of liars. And these bad men at the same
time wrote their own doom, for there is no vice more
severely condemned in the Bible than deception. To
claim that good men wrote the Bible and deny its inspira
tion is on a par with the claim that Christ was a good
man, while he pretended to be what he was not. Either
horn of the dilemma pierces through the opponents of
inspiration. If good men wrote it, we must explain how
good men can be hypocrites. It bad men wrote it, we
have the spectacle of the best book in the world
written by bad men, who at the same time denounce
themselves most unmercifully. To say that, if it is true,
it does not need to be inspired is to talk nonsense, for
every one knows the extreme difficulty of acertaining the
truth about anything in history or science. We must ac
cept most statements on the authority of others; and it
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is very necessary in so important a matter as the relation
of men to God that we should have an infallible author
ity. God the author of the Bible is such an authority.
"To err is human." God therefore speaks for himself
through men whom he moves to write. The purpose of
the Bible is not to speculate or argue, but to reveal. It
gives many facts that man cannot learn without a reve
lation. Men, to reveal such facts, must, therefore, be in
spired of God. No other ancient sacred book claims to
be a revelation from God. The Bible is often compared
with the Vedas of India and the Zendavesta of Persia.
The Vedas, a collection of poems addressed to mythical
deities, makes no claim to revelation. The Zendavesta, a
mass of speculations into the origin of things, makes no
such claim. The Koran, and a few other poor imita
tions of the Bible, would hardly have thought of coun
terfeiting, if they had not had the genuine coin before
them.
II. Its Unity.
The Bible grew. It was 1500 years in reaching ma
turity. It is made up of sixty-six books, written by at
least forty different men. They differed in language, in
nationality, in tastes, in surroundings. Among them
were shepherds, kings, fishermen, priests, mechanics,
physicians, theologians and law-makers. Some were
learned, others unlettered. A book, written in different
centuries by men so radically different, would inevitably
contain contradictory statements, and would indicate as
many purposes as there were authors. Suppose we should
select a physician from New York, three preachers of dif
ferent denominations from Boston, a fisherman from
Maine, an office-holder and a Senator from Washington;
shut them up in different rooms, and tell each to write
a chapter for a religious book we are going to publish.
Would not that be a mess of a book? It would take an
iron binding to hold it together. Now how is it with the
Bible? There is a great variety, which students of na
ture would expect. But there is a marvelous unity.
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From beginning to end the doctrine of one God is taught.
Where did these writers get the idea of one God? Cer
tainly not from the cultured nations about them. Her
odotus, who visited Egypt about five hundred years be
fore Christ, said that gods were more plentiful there
than men. In India there were millions of gods. The
Persians worshipped well-nigh everything that they could
associate with fire or light. The cities, fields, and groves
of Greece were full of imaginary deities, all of whom
Rome borrowed and worshipped. And yet all of these
writers for 1500 years taught that there was only one
God.
Contrast the character of the Jehovah of the Bible with
any of the gods of the nations. Jehovah is pure, merciful
and just. Saturn, the son of Time, among the Greeks,
ate his own children, and, when Jupiter was born, his
mother Rhea gave the hungry old father a stone wrapped
in swaddling clothes. While he was gnawing on that
she succeeded in getting her child out of his reach. Jupi
ter was a licentious, vindictive, quarrelsome wretch. He
flung poor Vulcan out of heaven and maimed him for
life, because he took his mother's part in a family fracas.
It was no uncommon thing for Jupiter and all his train
to get drunk and make the top of Olympus hideous with
their orgies. The scenes enacted in the worship of Baal
who kept thrusting his filthy presence upon the Israelites
through the surrounding nations, and whom they were at
times base enough to worship, ought not to be described.
How different from these wicked, sensual gods is the God
of the Bible who "dwells in the high and holy place,"
and "is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity."
There is also a unity of purpose running through the
whole Bible. We see it for the first time in the curse up
on the serpent in Genesis, and for the last time in the
"Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly" of the last chapter of
Revelation. Its purpose is to reveal God in Jesus Christ.
This thought, like the rising sun, grows brighter and
brighter until the perfect day of the gospels. Side by
side with this revelation of Jesus the Saviour, we have, in
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the old Testament, a dark revelation of man as a sin
ner. This unity of teaching as to the one God, and the
holiness of that God, and the coming of Christ, running
through so many minds and so many ages cannot be ac
counted for, except on the ground that the Book has but
one author who moved men to write his thoughts, and
kept them from falling into the errors of the times in
which they lived. Stand by the foundation of Solomon's
temple, while it is building. Here comes a stone brought
from a distant quarry, and it finds its place in the build
ing without the touch of chisel. A second stone from an
other quarry fits exactly into its place. This continues
day after day till every stone is in place, and the glori
ous temple stands there complete. Do you suppose for
a moment that these stones have somehow by chance been
prepared for their places, and that such a magnificent
building had no mind to plan it and superintend its erec
tion? Now here is a temple of truth with stones quar
ried from different minds without any possibility of con
sultation; and it has been 1500 years in building. I ex
amine it and I find a wonderful unity of purpose and of
teaching. Am I to conclude that all this came of chance?
Please do not tempt me to convict myself of fitness for an
idiot's home or lunatic asylum. Dryden was right when
he wrote:
"Whence but from heaven could men unskilled in arts
In several ages, born in several parts,
Weave such agreeing truths? Or how or why
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie?
Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice,
Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price."

III.

Its Omissions.
What the Bible does NOT say is a presumption in favor
of its inspiration. It never stops to gratify curiosity.
When men write biographies, they are careful to give de
tails of boyhood and youth. We have but one incident in
the boyhood of Jesus. He appears at twelve years of age,
and then suddenly disappears. The Apochryphal writ
ers, manlike, have filled the vacancy with marvelous
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stories of his childish pranks of power and wisdom. There
is no attempt in the Bible at the marvelous. Its simple
straight-forward tone in narrating the most wonderful
things is a little more than could be expected of men try
ing to establish a false claim to the miraculous. The
miraculous atmosphere about it seems to be its native air.
Some one has truly said that Mohammed, Swedenborg,
and Joseph Smith knew altogether too much. In their
straining after the wonderful and miraculous, they show
the unreality of their claims. They overshoot the mark.
The dignified silence of the Bible about many things
speaks for its truth.

IV. Its Faithfulness.
When men write the biographies of friends, they usu
ally magnify their virtues, and minify, if they do not
overlook, their faults. Those who belong to a party are
careful to keep from the public such actions of their
prominent leaders as they think might injure the party.
The Bible records, without apology, the sins of its most
prominent men. Abraham, the father of the faithful,
lies, and his lie is recorded. David commits adultery,
and though he is king, his foul deed is put down in
black and white. Peter curses at the trial of Christ, and,
though he went out and wept over it, the record is there
to recall his sin. Paul and Barnabas, apostles of good
will, quarrel and separate. Churches today try to keep
such quarrels out of print, and if we had been called
upon to edit the New Testament, and left to our own
judgment, we should have decided that it was best for
the infant cause to pass over such a family affair in
silence. But no. God's ways are not our ways. He is
true, not politic, and the facts, as they are, must be re
corded. The names of obscure sinners are not mentioned.
No one knows the name of the poor thief on the cross or
of the woman who was brought to Jesus for punishment.
Man would have recorded them and left out Abraham,
David, Peter and Paul. Now and then a man like Thomas
Carlyle admires this divine way of doing things, and de-

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

41

cides that he would like to have his own biography writ
ten after the same fashion. Mr. Froude attempts it with
the result that no other man will make another such re
quest for the next century; and Mr. Froude would not
have done it, if he and Carlyle had been intimately as
sociated in the establishment of an institution, whose very
existence was to depend largely upon the character of
its supporters.
A lady friend of mine, a constant Bible reader, handed
me a list of prominent Bible characters who had com
mitted some great sin, and asked me to explain how the
Bible could be inspired with its best characters guilty of
such things. "I certainly should not have put them in,
if I had written it," she said. Neither would I, nor you.
None but God would have done it, for no one else would
have felt that he could afford it. The fact that there are
some things in the Bible which do not seem to be appro
priate for reading in public shocks some people, espe
cially those who would not for the world turn their own
hearts inside out for the inspection of the public. If
the whole truth were known about the best of us, it might
be too bad for the public gaze. God tells us the whole
truth about men. His object is to reveal man to himself,
that he may see the need of a Saviour. The Old Testa
ment is largely a revelation of man. God is revealed
more fully in the New. If a good mirror reveals to us a
dirty face, we need not smash the mirror. Better ac
cept the revelation and go wash our face. The Bible is
a book not so much for the public as for the individual.
Like a mother, it has something to say to girls and young
women, which no one else can tell them. Like a father
it has something to say to boys and young men, and it
says it in such a way that every one is made better by lis
tening. The Old Book has no prudery. It speaks right
out. It tells to all the things they most need to know.
Its straightforward honest tone is what one would ex
pect from its author, the God of truth.
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Its Incidentals.
The Bible is not intended to teach science, but we do
not say this to apologize for its mistakes. I believe in its
scientific accuracy. Thomas Paine used to shake his sides
with laughter over the ridiculous mistake of Moses in
putting light before the sun in his account of creation.
But now the ten-year-old school boy joins with the daylaborer in laughing at Mr. Paine's ignorance, as they
walk the streets in the almost noon-day glare of the elec
tric light. Any tyro knows now that there could have
been light before the sun. At least three thousand years
before Geology was thought of as a science, Moses gave
what the best geologists tell us was the order of creation
and development. Long before Maury was born Solo
mon gave an accurate description of the trade winds.
Thousands of years before the world ever heard of Co
pernicus and Newton, Isaiah wrote of "the circle of the
heavens," and Job said, "He stretcheth out the north
over empty space and hangeth the world upon nothing."
Even so marvelous an event as the sun standing still at
the command of Joshua some scholars think is confirmed
by Ovid's reference to a lost day. The pick and shovel
of the modern explorer, laying bare tablet and corner
stone with their inscriptions, have given confirmation to
the Scripture narratives. Dates and names that scholars
could not reconcile have become plain enough seen under
this new light. Now and then some new theory is an
nounced which overthrows the Bible. The Bible simply
waits in a dignified manner until some other theory over
throws this new enemy. The Bible has been overthrown
so many times that its friends begin to think it is like a
marble cube; turn it over as often as you please, it is
always right side up. Overthrowing the Bible by put
ting the lever of criticism into these apparent discrep
ancies reminds one of an attempt to upturn Mount Blanc
by inserting a pipestem into one of the little crevices on
its side. The old mountain continues to stand, while the
guide who knows its massive weight, and the weakness
of his pipe-stem laughs at the folly of the attempt, if he
V.
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is not made too sad to laugh by the thought that the trav
eler he has in charge ought to be in a madhouse.
VI. Its Prophecies.
I find in this Book the biography of a person written
hundreds of years before he was born. His name and
the place of his birth, over which he could have
no control, are given. His character and his re
ception by the people are so accurately given by
one of the prophets that his enemies, in their de
spair, have claimed that this chapter was inserted
after his birth, though it is found in a translation
of the Scriptures made nearly three hundred years
before he was born.
The manner of his death even
to the dividing of his garments among the soldiers, the
piercing of his body, the kind of persons he would have
as his companions in death, all this and more are given
without any attempt at double meaning. The prophecies
of the Delphic oracle could be interpreted in either of
two ways. Not so the Bible. It speaks definitely and
these definite prophecies were all fulfilled. How can we
account for it? By simply accepting the claim that the
God who moved men to write the book could see ahead
and tell what was coming to pass, and that he moved
them to write what they as men could not possibly have
known. This Jesus, whose biography was thus written
by the prophets, is himself a prophet, and tells his disci
ples that certain things would come to pass, while they
could see no indications of their approach. He said of
Jerusalem: "The days shall come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee
even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and
they shall not leave in thee one stone above another; be
cause thou knowest not the time of thy visitation." (Luke
19:43-44.))
Now has this been fulfilled? You have but
to read Josephus and you will see that it was literally ful
filled, when Titus, the Roman General, laid siege to the
city and utterly destroyed it. I might quote from Jose
phus and show how every clause of Christ's prophecy was
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fulfilled. A writer in Johnson's Cyclopedia sums it up
in these words: "The terrible dissensions among the
Jews, the unspeakable sufferings of the besieged, the ago
nies of the nation shut up in the walls of Jerusalem, the
destruction of more than 1,000,000 Jews, the enslaving of
all the youth, the entire demolition of the city, so as to
leave no sign of its former occupancy-all this forms one
of the gloomiest pages in the annals of man." Was not
Christ a prophet, when he said, "Beholdyour house is
left unto you desolate?" And his prophecy, "Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the gentiles," was and is still
fulfilled. The prophets who wrote hundreds of years be
fore Christ foretold the doom of their beloved city. Jere
miah had said "Zionshall be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps." (Jer. 26:18.) And the name
of the Roman who ran his plowshare over the site of the
temple is preserved-Terentius Rufus. Julian the Apos
tate determined to make it appear that the prophecy of
Christ was false. He proclaimed his purpose to restore
the temple, and it is said that the Jewish women assisted
in carrying away in their aprons the dust and debris
from the place of the old temple's foundation, weeping
tears of joy as they worked. But soon the workmen were
frightened off, and the impious project failed.
While ancient Babylon was in her glory, a prophet
wrote her doom in these words: "Babylon,
the glory of
the kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency,
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah
It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in
from generation to generation; neither shall the Arabian
pitch his tent there; neither shall the shepherd make his
fold there ; but the wild beasts of the desert shall be
there." (Is. 13:19-21.) "I will also make it a possession
for the bittern and pools of water." (Is. 14:23.) We
have but to turn to any authentic book of travels to read
the fulfilment of this prophecy. The place is a desola
tion, shunned even by the wandering Bedouin. Owls
hoot and wild beasts prowl among its ruins. The marshy
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pools of water and the bittern are there. It is without
inhabitants, and will remain so.
Nahum promised that Nineveh, then in her glory,
should be destroyed by water and fire. History confirms
it by stating that, after the swollen river had washed
away a part of the wall, the besiegers rushed through the
breach and set the city on fire.
Tyre, the queen of the seas, the Liverpool of ancient
times, had her doom written for her, while there were
no signs of weakness or decay. God said, through Eze
kiel, "I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her
like the top of a rock. " ( Ezek. 26:4.)
Alexander the Great demolished old Tyre, and with
its ruins built a causeway half a mile long on which his
soldiers might pass to new Tyre on the island, and from
that day to this her site has been like the top of a rock.
Of Tyre Ezekiel says again, "Thoushalt be a place to
spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more." (Ezek.
26:14.) That is the prophecy. Here is the history writ
ten by the infidel Volney : "The whole village of Tyre
contains only fifty or sixty poor families, who live ob
scurely on the produce of their little ground and a tri
fling fishery." Bruce, the traveler, says that Tyre is a
"rock,whereon fishers dry their nets."
Of Egypt Ezekiel wrote: "It shall be the basest of
kingdoms." (Ezek. 29:15.)
And no one who knows
Egypt today will be inclined to deny the fulfilment of
that prophecy. It was written when Egypt was at the
climax of her glory.
Of the Jews it was prophesied by Moses and Ezekiel
that they should be scattered among the nations, despised,
and persecuted, and yet remain distinct. (Deut. 28:64;
Ezek. 6:8, 36:19.) We need not be told that this proph
ecy has been fulfilled, for we have the proof of it every
day before us. When you meet a Jew, you know him.
They are a distinct nation without nationality. The
children of the Germans, English and French, who came
to America a century ago have become Americans. No
one can tell by looking into your face whether your
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great-grandfather was from England, Germany or
France. But a Jew remains a Jew, wherever he may go,
and whatever language he may speak. There is some
thing about him which tells you that he is a Jew. In
China he has tried to become a Chinaman by adopting
the Chinese customs, but the Jew with a pig-tail is still
a Jew. No one would mistake him for a Chinaman. Men
like Baron Hirsch have advocated their mingling with the
gentiles, but all the millions they may spend to bring it
about only make the average Jew more determined to re
main distinct. The Jew of today is a standing miracle in
proof of the inspiration of the Bible and the divinity of
Christ. Frederick the Great asked a learned man to give
him in one sentence a good reason in favor of Christian
ity, and his reply was, "The Jews, your Majesty." No
candid man, it seems to me, can read what the Bible says
about these people, and then trace its fulfilment in their
history without being convincied that a foresight more
than human wrote the book, and a providence more than
human has preserved them a distinct people.
I close with a quotation from an address by Mr. Spur
geon: "Therewas a man in Scotland who had a piece
of cloth stolen. The thief was found with the piece of
cloth in his house. The maker and owner of the cloth
swore to it. The judge at the trial said, there are hun
dreds of such pieces of cloth made in this district and
put out in the fields to dry. How can you swear to it as
your piece? Well, said the man, 'I can swear to it by
this: I have a number of tenter hooks upon which I hang
my cloth, and there are holes in this piece which are ex
actly at the same distance from one another as my tenter
hooks. There are two hooks in a certain place and three
hooks in another, close together, and the holes in the
cloth exactly fit to these tenter hooks, therefore I can
swear it is mine.' So we also can swear that this is none
other than the word of God, because we find that every
historical statement given in the book fits in the tenter
hook of absolute fact, which even profane writers do not
venture to doubt."

IV
EXPERIENCE AS A WITNESS
"Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God."
-Is. 43:12.

THISis an age of experiment. Christianity is
challenged to enter the laboratory and prove
its claims. We accept the challenge, and
enter the laboratory of experience. If Chris
tianity fails to do what it claims, then reject
it; and, if it proves its claims by tests of experience, you
of the scientific mind must be honest enough to accept it.
Bear in mind that some people cannot understand cer
tain experiments. Let a painter illustrate ever so faith
fully before an audience of blind people, or a musician
before an audience of deaf people, and they will be none
the wiser. We are at the same disadvantage in illustrating the workings of spiritual forces before any part of an
audience who have no spiritual discernment. "Thenat
ural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned." (1 Cor.
2:14.) A worldly man on reading a page of Whitfield's
diary pronounced it all cant. A convention of moles who
had met to discuss the experiences of eagles would nat
urally make some mistakes, while eagles discussing the
experiences of moles would doubtless talk wide of the
mark. A man, to appreciate the experience of another,
must have a similar experience. We are all in danger of
supposing that what we have not experienced has never
been experienced. A man near the equator would not be
lieve a missionary who told him that he lived in a country
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where, in cold weather, the water became hard enough
to hold up the weight of his elephant. An arctic explorer tells us that, after two years of life amid the north
ern ice, he found it difficult to conceive that there was
any open water or land in the world. Such is the power
of experience to unfit us to judge of experiences with
which we are not familiar. And yet the facts of Chris
tian experience are so evident that we have hope of at
least gaining a hearing from those whose lives do not
verify them, and our prayer is that they may be led to
desire such an experience and to seek it, for, "If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God." (John 7:17.) And now to the tests:

I.

Does God Answer Prayer in the Name of Christ?
A few years ago Mr. Huxley challenged the Christian
world to produce a single unmistakable answer to prayer.
George Muller accepted the challenge, not by parading
himself before the world as a man of great virtue and
faith, but by quietly praying and trusting God to supply
the needs of a large orphan asylum at Bristol, England.
There it stands today with its hundreds of orphans fed
and clothed, and no one solicited to do it but God.
J. Hudson Taylor sees the need of missionary work in
the interior of China, and prays to God for men and
money. At this moment there are in the China Inland
mission hundreds of missionaries, all supported without
soliciting a dollar from any one but God.
But those of us who have been praying and receiving
answers from God for many years need not be referred
to these world-wide demonstrations. We have enough
in our own experiences to satisfy us. We have
asked of God and received just what we asked, in ways
which left it beyond doubt that God had answered our
prayers. Excuse me for referring to just one instance
in my own experience. In my first pastorate I preached
on alternate Sundays to two small churches. I was to
remain nine months, and then go to the Theological Semi
nary. After the first three or four weeks, I found myself
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praying daily that I might be permitted to baptize one
hundred people before leaving the field. The burden
of desire grew, and the prayer in hours of rest and de
votion became almost as constant as my breathing. It at
last took the form of Gideon's prayer, that, if God would
give me just one hundred, I would have a proof never to
be doubted that he answers prayer. To make a long story
short, persons were convierted and baptized from time to
time, till on the last Sunday of my pastorate the number
had reached ninety-four. As I rode to the country
church to preach my last sermon, I was full of praise, and
more than once told God that I accepted the prayer as
answered, for more than one hundred had professed con
version, though only ninety-four had been baptized. At
the close of the sermon five more presented themselves for
baptism, with the request that I baptize them that after
noon. Imagine, if you can, my feelings, as I rode to the
mill-pond, three miles distant, to see my prayer answered
within one. And I praised God as if not one were lack
ing, having accepted his answer as already given. While
we were singing and praying by the side of the mill
pond, a man touched me on the shoulder and said: "Mr.
D., do you know I have been a believer for several
months, and I must follow Jesus, if you will baptize me."
"Areyou ready with a change of clothing?" I replied.
"No matter about that," was the ready response. I bap
tized him, and he went home three miles in his wet
clothes. Just one hundred, not one more nor less. No
theory of accidental circumstances can explain this, as
you would see more clearly, had I time to trace the chains
of providence which during those nine months led up to
it. The sceptic need not tell us that God does not answer
the cries of his people. We have made the scientific test,
for we have been in the laboratory of experience, and
what we have learned by experience it is very unscien
tific to doubt. The Bible is full of answers to prayer,
and the lives of God's people are just as full as the
Bible. Our text-book and our experiments agree. And
for men to doubt the Book and the experiments who know
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little of the former and absolutely nothing, as they con
fess, of the latter, marks them as unscientific and un
worthy of credence. If they would know for themselves,
let them come into the Christian laboratory of experience
by trusting God and living for him. Those who really
do that never doubt that God answers prayer.

II.

Does God Regenerate Men Through Faith in
Christ?
If we can produce a man or woman who has been not
only reformed in life, but renewed in nature so thor
oughly as to have received a new character, the question
is answered, for this scientific age clamoring for facts
cannot afford to set aside the facts when they are pre
sented. Thousands of the best men and women claim
that by faith in Jesus Christ they have been made to hate
what they once loved and love what they once hated;
and not that by a gradual process, but suddenly. A man
of Baltimore went into the Reformed church, on Fayette
street, to hear Mr. Moody. He was at the time a drunk
ard. Mr. Moody held forth Jesus Christ as the only Sav
iour from sin and habit. The man believed, and told me
that from that day he had no thirst for strong drink.
His life became a continual consecration to Christ who
delivered him. Do you doubt the facts? Then you can
doubt the testimony of men whose word you would take
on any subject. A lawyer attended an experience meet
ing in which he heard sixty men tell what Christ had
done for them. At the close he arose and said: "I en
tered this house a sceptic, but I am used to weighing tes
timony, and I have heard men whom I know to be truth
ful testify today to the fact that they have been saved
and given new experiences. I would not dare to im
peach their testimony in court, and shall I do it here ? I
will not. I believe that they tell the truth, and if their
experience is for me, I want it." A Christian need not
be told that he soon had what he wanted, and himself be
came a witness to the facts he had called in question. A
man in the village of my boyhood had to be kept in jail as
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a protection to the people. I have used him as an il
lustration of a lost soul, when all the good is removed and
nothing but evil remains. He had killed several men,
and, when under the influence of drink, had no regard
for human life or property. During a service of an hour
and a half in a country church in which the gospel was
preached, and Christians joined in prayer for his sal
vation, that man of sin was so changed that he became
not only a good citizen but a meek, quiet worker for the
good of others. When I heard from him last, he was
still an earnest Christian. Thomas Bilney confessed to
Hugh Latimer, the priest, and Latimer perceived that
the humble Thomas had something in his heart which he
did not possess. Soon Latimer was confessing to Bil
ney that he wanted such an experience of grace, and the
result is known to history. When the priest learned that
he was completely saved by the merit of Christ, he ceased
to urge the people to
do penance, left the confessional, and
joyfully went to the stake, supported by the new experi
ence he had first heard of from Thomas Bilney. The scep
tics had much to say against the doctrines of Peter and
John, but there was one argument they could not answer.
The blind man at the gate of the temple had certainly
been healed, "and beholding the man healed standing
among them, they could say nothing against it." (Acts
4:14.) And Christianity continues to present the same
unanswerable argument. Here are the men who have
been healed standing among you. A live Lazarus, who
was once dead, is our test of the power of Christ. The
men whose eyes have been opened are of age, ask them,
and they will testify that once they were spiritually
blind; faith in Christ gave them a new soul-sight, and
they have seen things of which they had never dreamed.
"Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God."

III.

In this Laboratory of Experience Do We Find
That Christ And The Bible Meet The Needs
of Our Being?
Let us see. We have bodies. Is the health of the body
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promoted by faith in Christ and his Book? The best code
of sanitary laws ever given to the world was written by
Moses, and the Jews, who even partially keep those laws,
are today the longest-lived people in the world. Faith in
Christ makes men hopeful, cheerful, happy, and such a
state of mind promotes health. The lack of faith gives
gloom and melancholy. It is a sad perversion of Chris
tianity, that associates faith with penance and self tor
ture. We are commanded to "rejoicein the Lord
always." (Phil. 4:4.)
We have minds. Does the Bible give us sufficient food
for thought? Do you want history? It is the best his
tory ever written, and contains much that can be found
nowhere else. Do you like poetry? The Psalms and the
prophets have never been excelled. Are you fond of law?
Here you can find the foundation of civil and moral law.
Have you a mind for logic? A finer specimen of reason
ing than Paul's letters we have never seen. As two
infidels were sailing past a lonely island, one asked the
other what book he would choose if he had to live alone
on that island with only one book. "Shakespeare," he
replied. "Well, I should select the Bible," said the other,
"for its resources are inexhaustible." Whatever else the
second infidel lacked, he had a mind. Men of mind praise
the Bible. Even Shakespeare borrowed from it so largely
that to rob his works of biblical thought would well nigh
pauperize them. Take the Bible out of literature, and
you have removed the sun from the heavens.
Need we stop to prove that Christianity makes the
highest manhood and womanhood known to the world?
Just in proportion as men and nations follow the pre
cepts of Christ they are strong in character. When an
Indian princle asked Queen Victoria the secret of Eng
land's greatness, she handed him a Bible. It is no ac
cident that the nations who honor the Bible are today
foremost in the march of civilization. A legend says that
Chiron, the centaur, who had charge of Achilles, fed him
on the marrow of lions. God's word is, indeed, the mar
row of lions to the men of nations who feed
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upon it. But for the individual Christ has done more
than for the nation. He satisfies the soul. He gives
peace of heart. His cross is the cyclone's center where
there is perfect rest. He has answered Job's question,
"Cana man be justified before God?" Through him we
get rid of our sins. He has taught us to look up and wor
ship. The man who is contlent with merely a moral life is
to be pitied. He sees some flowers about his feet and
beauties in a narrow range, but he has never seen the
stars. Christ bids him look up into a heaven of constel
lations.
Sin has not only separated us from God, but from one
another. Christ binds us together again. Even the re
venge of an Indian's nature has been conquered by His
love. He leads us to help the helpless. Christianity
builds asylums and homes for the friendless. Paganism
and infidielity never did either. In building the Hoosac
tunnel two gangs of men started to work at the same time
on opposite sides of the mountain. The survey was so
accurate, and the work so well done, that when they met,
the sides of their tunnels came within an inch of tallying.
So man's need is exactly met by God's provision in
Christ and the Bible.
PRAYER IS ANSWERED, MEN ARE REGENERATED, AND ALL
THE NEEDS OF OUR BODIES, MINDS AND MORALS ARE MET BY
CHRISTIANITY. Surely it has stood the test of experiment.
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V
THE ENEMY AS A WITNESS
"Their rock is not as our rock, even our enemies them
selves being judges." Deut. 32:31.
O TESTIMONY can be stronger than the
favorable testimony of an enemy. It is ex
pected that he will speak against us, and,
when he speaks in our favor, it is certain
that he has been compelled by the facts in the
case to do so. But who are the enemies of Christianity?
Jesus said "He that is not with me is against me," and
on this principle we must group all who have lived and
died without confessing Christ before men as his enemies,
though they are not to be classed with open infidels and
atheists.
Benjamin Franklin was such a man. Shrewd, calculat
ing, stingy, he gained a wide reputation for common
sense, and, though his "Poor Richard's Almanac' has
done more to make close-fisted church-members than al
most any other force, we are inclined to forgive him after
reading what he had to say of the Book we love and the
God-man we worship. "Young man," he says, "my ad
vice to you is that you cultivate an acquaintance with
and firm belief in the Holy Scriptures, for this is your
certain interest. I think Christ's system of morals and
religion, as he left them to us, the best the world ever saw
or is likely to see."
Thomas Jefferson is claimed by some infidels as on
their side, but the following words do not indicate it: "I
have said and always will say that the studious perusal
of the sacred volume will make better citizens, better fa
thers, and better husbands."
Daniel Webster cannot be accused of weakness of mind.
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He could sift evidence, weigh arguments and discover fal
lacies as well as any man whom American history has
produced. Here is his tribute to the Bible and the Christ
it reveals: "If we abide by the principles taught in the
Bible, our country will go on prospering and to prosper;
but, if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and
authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may
overwhelm us and bury all our glory in profound obscur
ity. The Bible is the book of all others for lawyers as
well as divines, and I pity the man who cannot find in
it a rich supply of thought and rule of conduct. I be
lieve Jesus Christ to be the Son of God. The miracles
which he wrought establish in my mind his personal au
thority and render it proper for me to believe what he
asserts." Daniel Webster was acquainted with the ob
jections urged against miracles. For centuries they have
been marshaled out in one form or another to do their
work of darkness. But they had little weight with a mind
like his, that knew how to distinguish between the true
and the false, and was willing to accept facts when
clearly proved, whether they were in harmony or con
flict with preconceived notions. To say that miracles can
not be performed; therefore, the miracles recorded in the
New Testament are not to be believed was a species of
sophistry which his great mind could not endure, for
he had before him the clearest and most unimpeachable
evidence that miracles were performed by Jesus Christ,
and no bare assertion to the contrary had any weight
with him.
Ralph Waldo Emerson said: "Jesus is the most perfect of all men that have yet appeared." Charles Sum
ner wrote to Rev. Jonathan Stearns: "I believe that
Christ lived when and as the Gospel says; that he was
more than man-namely, above all men who had as yet
lived, and yet less than God. I pray you not to believe
that I am insensible to the greatness and goodness of
his character. My idea of human nature is exalted, when
I think that such a being lived and went as a man among
men." Emerson and Sumner did not see, as Daniel
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Webster saw, the impossibility of maintaining that Je
sus was a great and good man without admitting that
he was God, for, he claimed that he was God, and no
good man could be a hypocrite, claiming to be what he
was not. The admission made by all that he was good
carries with it irresistibly the conclusion that he was
God.
Napoleon Bonapart with a mind as discriminating and
logical as Webster's, held the same view. "I know men,"
said Napoleon, "and I tell you Jesus Christ was not a
man. Superficial minds see a resemblance between Christ
and the founders of empires and the gods of other re
ligions. That resemblance does not exist.
There is be
tween Christianity and other religions the distance of
infinity. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and myself
founded empires. But on what did we rest the crea
tions of our genius? Upon sheer force. Jesus Christ
alone founded his empire upon love; and at this hour
millions of men will die for him. In every other exist
ence but that of Christ how many imperfections. From
the first day to the last he is the same; majestic and sim
ple; infinitely firm and infinitely gentle. He proposes
to our faith a series of mysteries and commands with
authority that we should believe them, giving no other
reason than those tremendous words, 'I am God.'"
On
one occasion General Bertrand expressed to Napoleon
his doubt as to the divinity of Christ. "If you do not
believe that Jesus Christ was divine," replied Napoleon,
"I did wrong to appoint you general." He meant to
imply that the man who, with all the evidences before
him could not be convinced of the divinity of Christ,
would not do to trust with important conclusions on
any matter. If such facts will not convince, then no ar
ray of facts on other subjects will convince, and in great
crises generals should know how to draw correct con
clusions from facts before them. The difference between
Napoleon and General Bertrand was doubtless the differ
ence between believers and most unbelievers of today.
Napoleon had taken the pains to investigate the subject;
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General Bertrand had not. "TheBible," continues Na
a complete series of acts and of his
poleon, "contains
torical men to explain time and eternity, such as no other
religion has to offer. If it is not the true religion, one
is very excusable in being deceived; for everything in
it is grand and worthy of God. The more I consider the
Gospel, the more I am assured that there is nothing there
which is not beyond the march of events and above the
human mind. Even the impious themselves have never
dared to deny the sublimity of the Gospel, which inspires
them with a sort of compulsory veneration. What hap
piness that Book procures for those who believe it."
Goethe, the brilliant German poet, did not model his
character according to Bible teaching, else he would have
been a Christian and a better man, but this fact, much
as we may lament it, makes all the stronger the tribute
he pays to the literary excellence of the Book. "No crit
icism will be able to perplex the confidence which we have
entertained of a writing whose contents have stirred up
and given life to our vital energy by its own. The far
ther the ages advance in civilization the more will the
Bible be used." And Goethe might have said with equal
truth, "Themore the Bible is used the farther the ages
will advance in civilization."
Thomas Carlyle, "rough,tough and gruff," but true,
called Jesus "our divinest symbol. Higher has the hu
man thought not yet reached. A symbol of quite peren
nial, infinite character: whose significance will ever de
mand to be anew inquired into and anew made mani
fest." James Anthony Froude, the historian, expressed
what all honest inquiry must lead to, when he said: "The
most perfect being who has ever trod the soil of this
planet was called the man of sorrows." Charles Dickens
is classed by some among the distinguished unbelievers.
The following clause in his will shows what became of
his unbelief when he came to think of going out of the
world: "I commit my soul to the mercy of God, through
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and exhort my dear
children humbly to try to guide themselves by the
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teachings of the New Testament." This suggests the
words of Shakespeare, which you can find in the intro
duction of any good copy of his works: "I commend my
soul into the hands of God, my Creator, hoping and
assuredly believing, through the only merits of Jesus
Christ my Saviour, to be made partaker of life ever
lasting." Is there an infidel in the land with brass
enough in his composition to class Dickens and Shake
speare with shallow-brained fanatics who are to be pitied
because they do not know any better, or to accuse them
of accepting without investigation what a more thorough
search would have led them to reject.
Even Byron, dissolute as he was, was compelled by his
study of Christ's words, works and character, to ex
claim, "If ever man was God, or God man, Jesus Christ
was both."
We will now take a step farther and consider the ad
missions of men who have openly opposed the claims of
Christ and the Bible, some of whom have spent their
lives in trying to destroy Christianity. A church-house
in Japan was built partly of stones which were once
cast at some missionaries by an infuriated mob. The
missionaries preserved these missiles of destruction
and used them in constructing a house to the glory of
God. It is our purpose now to gather from the writ
ings of men, whose personalities have been as so many
missiles hurled against Christianity, some stones, that
we may work them into the walls of the temple of
truth. It has been said that God can use the very
devils as a chain-gang to work the Christian's road to
heaven. Certain it is that he "makes the wrath of
man to praise him."
Let us begin with Matthew Arnold, the modern "apostle of sweetness and light." We are glad to find that
he has a few sweet things to say about the sweetest of all
Books and its author: "Tothe Bible," says Mr. Arnold,
"menwill return because they cannot do without it. The
true God is and must be pre-eminently the God of the
Bible, the eternal who makes for righteousness, from
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whom Jesus came forth, and whose spirit governs the
course of humanity." Diderot, a Friench infidel, made
this confession: "No better lessons can I teach my child
than those of the Bible." Professor Huxley no one will
accuse of having any partiality for the old Book, and yet
he is compelled to admit that he does not see how we
can get along without it. "I have always been strongly
in favor of secular education without theology," he says,
"But I must confess that I have been no less seriously
perplexed to know by what practical measures the re
ligious feeling, which is the essential basis of moral con
duct, is to be kept up in the present utterly chaotic state
of opinion on these matters without the use of the Bible."
John Stuart Mill, the born sceptic, whose writings have
done more perhaps than any other man's of this age to
unsettle belief, yet gives us a foundation stone for the
temple of Christ's divinity. "Who among his disciples,"
he asks, "or among their proselytes, was capable of in
venting the sayings of Jesus, or imagining the life and
character ascribed to him? Certainly not the fishermen of
Galilee; as certainly not Saint Paul, whose character
and idiosyncrasies were of a totally different sort ; and
still less the early Christian writers. When this pre-emi
nent genius is combined with the qualities of probably
the greatest moral reformer and martyr to his mission
who ever existed upon earth, religion cannot be said to
have made a bad choice in pitching on this man as the
ideal representativie and guide of humanity; nor even
now would it be easy, even for an unbeliever, to find a
better translation of the rule of virtue from the abstract
into the concrete, than to endeavor so to live that Christ
would approve his life." Another admission that he
was good, indeed the best, which is equal to saying that
he was God.
Rousseau, whose writings did so much to bring on the
French revolution, was an infidel, and yet he says of
Christ: "Canit be possible that the sacred personage
whose history the Scriptures contain should be a mere
man? Where is the man, where the philosopher, who

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

could so live and so die without weakness and without
ostentation ? When Plato describes his imaginary right
eous man, loaded with all the punishments of guilt, yet
meriting the highest regards of virtue, he exactly de
scribes the character of Jesus Christ. What an infinite
disproportion between the son of Sophroniscus and the
Son of Mary. Socrates dies with honor, surrounded by
his disciples listening to the most tender words-the eas
iest death that one could wish to die. Jesus dies in pain,
dishonor, mockery, the object of universal cursing-the
most horrible death that one could fear. At the receipt
of the cup of poison, Socrates blesses him who could not
give it to him without tears; Jesus, while suffering the
sharpest pains, prays for his most bitter enemies. If Soc
rates lived and died like a philosopher, Jesus lived and
died like a God." Poor Rousseau and poor France! How
much happier both would have been, if they had wor
shipped and served this Son of God and Son of Man. Of
the Bible Rousseau writes: 'Peruse the books of philos
ophers with all their pomp of diction. How meagre, how
contemptible are they when compared with the Scrip
tures. The majesty of the Scriptures strikes me with ad
miration." Rousseau spoke thus because he had read the
Bible. Some other men who have written against the
Bible confessed that they were ignorant of it. Thomas
Paine looked into it long enough to catch a glimpse of
Christ, and in one of his better moments, he said : "The
morality that Christ preached and practiced was of the
most benevolent kind." But Thomas Paine's opinion of
the Bible should have but little weight, for he virtually
confesses his ignorance of it when he wrote of a Scripture
quotation: "I know not how this passage is pointed, for
I keep no Bible." He wrote his bitterest denunciations
of the Book in a house where there was no Bible. David
Hume, who wrote against the credibility of miracles, con
fessed that he had never "read the New Testament with
attention." Edward Gibbon, who made some flings at
the Old Book, confessed that he had read only the Gospel
of John, and the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Men
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who do not like the light of the sun are those who have
never seen the sun.
Pecaut, another French infidel of note, as he looks at
the character of Christ, is constrained to put this wreath
of praise upon His head: "Christ's moral character
rose beyond comparison above that of any other great
man of antiquity. No one was ever so gentle, so humble,
so kind as he. In his spirit he lived in the house of his
heavenly father. His moral life is wholly penetrated by
God. He was the master of all, because he was really
their brother."
It is difficult to believe that Ernest Renan was not an
earnest believer, after we have read what he says of Jesus
Christ, and yet we know that he lost his professorship in
the University of Paris on account of his infidelity.
While studying the character of Jesus, he can hardly re
frain from falling at his feet and worshipping him as he
deserves. "All history," he says, "is incomprehensible
without him. He created the object and fixed the start
ing point of the future faith of humanity. He is the
incomparable man to whom the universal conscience has
decreed the title of Son of God, and that with justice. In
the first rank of this grand family of the true sons of
God we must place Jesus. The highest consciousness of
God which ever existed in the breast of humanity was
that of Jesus. Repose now in thy glory, noble founder!
Thy work is finished. Thy divinity is established. Thou
shalt become the corner-stone of humanity so entirely
that to tear thy name from this world would rend it to
its foundations.
Between thee and God there will no
longer be any distinction. Complete conqueror of death,
take possession of thy kingdom, whither shall follow thee,
by the royal road which thou hast traced, ages of adoring
worshippers. Whatever may be the surprises of the fu
ture, Jesus will never be surpassed. His worship will
grow young without ceasing; his legend will call forth
tears without end; his sufferings will melt the noblest
hearts ; and all ages will proclaim that among the sons
of men there is none born greater than Jesus. Even Paul
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is not Jesus. How far removed are we all from thee,
dear master. Where is thy mildness, thy poetry? Thou
to whom a flower didst bring pleasure and ecstacy, dost
thou recognize as thy disciples these wranglers, these men
furious over their prerogatives, and desiring that everything should be given to them? They are men ; thou art
a God."
In harmony with this are the words of England's
great statesman politician, and author, Benjamin Dis
raeli: "The wildest dreams of their rabbis have been
far exceeded. Has not Jesus conquered Europe and
changed its name to Christendom? All countries that re
fuse the cross wither, and the time will come, when the
vast communities and countless myriads of America and
Australia, looking upon Europe as Europe now looks
upon Greece, and wondering how so small a space could
have achieved such great deeds, will find music in the
songs of Zion and solace in the parables of Galilee."
Mr. Charles Darwin, who declared that the natives of
Terra del Fuego were too low to be improved, sent a mis
sionary society a contribution of twenty-five pounds after
he had visited the island and had seen what Christianity
was doing for them.
Now why is it that men who are known to the world as
infidels make such concessions? Simply because infidels
are not made by studying the Bible and the character of
Christ. They are infidels while, as in the case of Ernest
Renan, they look at the caricatures of Christianity seen
in its representatives, or while they puzzle their brains
over mysteries which cannot be solved any more than
other mysteries in nature. When they turn from these
things to Christ, as revealed in the Scriptures, their re
spect is won, their admiration, and sometimes adoration,
is called forth.
Another explanation may be found in the experience of
Mr. Regard, Professor of Philosphy in the University of
Copenhagen, and for years the champion of atheism in
his country. He published a revised edition of his works,
and here is an extract from its introduction: "Theex-

64

WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN

periences of life, its sufferings and grief, have shaken my
soul and have broken the foundation upon which I for
merly thought I could build. Full of faith in the suffi
ciency of science, I thought to have found in it a sure
refuge from all the contingencies of life. This illusion is
vanished; when the tempest came, which plunged me in
sorrow, the moorings, the cable of science, broke like
thread. Then I seized upon that help which many before
me have laid hold of. I sought and found peace in God.
Since then I have certainly not abandoned science, but I
have assigned to it another place in my life." Such ex
periences make men revise their books and their ways of
living. May we not hope for such a revision of some
books published in America?
M. Renan sums up his infidelity in these words : "We
are living on the perfume of an empty vase. Our chil
dren will have to live on the shadow of a shadow. Their
children, I fear, will have to live on something less." To
be sure, the assets of infidelity have run low. It is bank
rupt, and can't pay half a cent on the dollar. Compare
with this Paul's assets of Christianity. "I have fought
the good fight; I have finished my course; I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid for me a crown of
righteousness which the Lord the righteous judge will
give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing." Poor infidelity has
no 'henceforth." If it has, it is like going into an unex
plored cavern in Mammoth Cave, not knowing but that
you may fall down a precipice a thousand feet. Chris
tianity is following the guide who throws his light upon
our way, till we come into the day of a glorious "hence
forth." The death-scene of Thomas Paine, now well au
thenticated, tells us plainly that infidelity has little stock
in trade upon which its followers may draw in emergen
cies. Better be wise like Professor Hegard and give up
'the perfume, of an empty vase," for the vase full of
richest treasures, "shadow of a shadow" for eternal sub
stance ; for truly "Theirrock is not as our rock, even our
enemies themselvies being judges."

VI
REASON AS A WITNESS
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord."

R

-Is. 1:18.

EASON is a witness easily influenced.
Prejudice is often its master. No argument
can prevail against prejudice. It is blind,
and will not see, though you pour a flood of
light in its eyes. The Pharisees had pre
judged Christ and made up their minds that he was only
a man; and when they heard him say, "Thysins be for
given thee," they "began to reason, saying, who is this
that speaketh blasphemies?" Their prejudice kept them
from drawing the right conclusion. Their reason, unin
fluenced by prejudice, would have said that He who
could work such miracles was God, and, therefore, had
the right to forgive sins. Under the control of prejudice
these Pharisees were careful to strain out little gnats of
difficulty, while they swallowed whole camels of absurd
ity. Galileo proved to the Inquisitors that the earth
was round, and revolved upon its axis, while the sun
remained stationary, but they laughed at his reasons.
Prejudice had put out their eyes. The weather-vane
on the top of a steeple in New York became fixed, so
that those who observed it were misled as to the di
rection of the wind. Reason is a weather-vane easily
fixed by prejudice, so that no wind of argument can
move it.
Self-interest is another influence very powerful with
our witness. It is hard for a man to see a good reason
for what he knows to be against his interest. A mere ex-
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cuse in the scale with self is heavier than the strongest
reason. Read the parable of the Husbandmen in Luke
20, and you will see how forcibly the Lord Jesus shows
this weakness of reason when under the control of self
interest. "Whenthe husbandmen saw him, they rea
soned one with another, saying, This is the heir: let us
kill him, that the inheritance may be ours." If they had
been unselfish and loyal to their master, their reason
would have said: "Thisis the heir; let us pay our rent
or give up the vineyard to him, if he wishes it. He is
here now to look after his own, and it is reasonable that
we should let him do it." Their reason did the bidding
of selfishness, and led them to murder. And reason is
still the slave of self-interest.
Desire ,appetite and passion, fickle as they are, often
rule reason with an iron rod. What we desire is apt to
appear reasonable. The child wants the razor or poison
ous flower, and no amount of reasoning will convince it
that it is not best for it to handle such dangerous things.
Men are children grown up, and just as unreasonable
when strong desire takes hold of them. The appetites
make reason their abject slave. I talked with a man
who had been wrecked by strong drink. He admitted
that he ought not to drink. He abused himself for drag
ging into such depths his wife and children. He de
clared that he knew whiskey did him only harm in body
and mind. And yet he was doubtless drunk again before
night. Reason was in chains. Appetite had bound it,
and was compelling it, either to stand aside and not inter
fere, or else serve like one of a chain-gang. It reminded
me of a boy seen in front of a window, where was kept a
large snake. The shop-keeper wondered that the boy
should remain still so long, until he noticed that his eyes
were fixed with a wild stare upon the snake. He an
swered no call, and noticed nothing about him, till he was
dragged away from the fatal charmer. The boy seemed
to have no reason while under the strange power of the
snake's piercing stare. Thousands of men are no more
influenced by reason than was that poor boy. Their
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passions have transfixed them to some sin and they are
held to it by a power over which reason has no control.
France once decided to displace the Bible and worship
reason, and selected as the goddess of reason a dissolute
woman. They acted more wisely than they knew, for a
more appropriate object could not have been selected.
Men who boast that they are ruled by reason are nearly
always the slaves of passion ; certainly these frenzied
Frenchmen were. The free-thinkers who boast that rea
son is their God are often of dissolute lives. Their pas
sions scourge their reason into subjection. A dissolute
woman would still be an appropriate goddess for them.
Reason is controllied largely by the affections. The
in their hearts." Love is proverbi
Pharisees "reasoned
ally blind, and to nothing is it blinder than to argument.
It leaps to conclusions. No argument prevails with us
against those we love. A good deacon in a church of
which I was pastor was called in by a suffering wife to
protect her against a brutal husband. Reason was alto
gether on the wife's side, and the deacon took advantage
of it to shame the brute into better manners, but he had
not proceeded far before the wife took sides with the hus
band and insinuated to the deacon that his room was
more desirable than his company.
Even imagination can influence our witness. Indeed,
imagination is one of the greatest foes to reason. When
it gets full control of a man, he must be sent to an asylum
for the insane. And in sane people it may get such con
trol that reason rarely has a chance to speak. Poets are
not apt to be good logicians. There is a poetry of sci
ence which influences some scientists more than reason.
The theory of evolution appeals strongly to the imagina
tion, and with some there is no difficulty about filling all
the gaps which the facts in the case leave open. And in
the case of spontaneous generation imagination has led
some to affirm what facts and reason both deny. Some
prominent scientists talk about the primal germ of life
coming into existence without a creator as glibly as if it
had been settled by experiment that spontaneous genera-
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tion is possible. On the other hand, it has been settled
that, in the present state of knowledge, it is impossible.
Imagination has usurped the place of experiment and
reason. This imaginary science is the kind that so often
contradicts the Bible.
Ignorance is another enemy to be watched. People
used to be frightened by comets, and reason was as much
to blame for it as anything else. They were taught that
such extraordinary appearances were harbingers of evil;
and, when a comet appeared, it was reasonable for them
to suppose that some calamity was at hand. When it
was learned that comets were subject to law and their
appearance could be accounted for, their reason drew a
different conclusion and appeased their fears. Reason
controlled by ignorance and imagination has been the
enemy of progress in all ages. When Stevenson an
nounced that he could draw with his engine a train of
cars at the rare of twenty miles an hour, it appeared
unreasonable to not a few members of parliament, and
their reason, shocked by the assertion, hastened to oppose
the fanatical scheme. The speeches made in opposition to
it appealed to reason to show the absurdity of the meas
ure. They were ignorant, and poor reason could do no
better than serve their ignorance. We have heard of the
six blind men of Hindoostan, whom the king led into a
room, where there was a large elephant, and commanded
each one to touch the beast in but one place, and then tell
him what it was like. The first touched its side and de
cided that it was like the side of a house covered with
hair. The second touched his tusk and decided that it
was made of ivory. The third took it by the tail, and
declared that it was like a snake. Each one reasoned
well with the light before him, and yet all were wrong.
I have heard of a farmer's wife whose hen, eating a certain amount of barley, laid one egg a day. She con
cluded to double the amount of barley, hoping that
with twice the amount of food her hen would lay two
eggs a day. The result was the hen grew fat, and did
not lay at all. Her reasoning was very correct. It
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only lacked the element of knowledge. She did not
know the nature of hens. AEsop's man who killed the
goose that laid the golden egg made the same mis
take. No man should claim infallibility for his rea
son, unless he knows everything. If he can establish
the fact that he knows all things, then we may fol
low without questioning the deductions of his reason.
But ignorance as to one point may cause him to
fall into error. When Job said "I will reason with
God," he spoke very foolishly, as he afterward acknowl
edged. Paul advises us to "cast down reasonings and
every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge
of God. "-2 Cor. 10:5. We who know so little should
not put our reason up against Him who knows every
thing.
That reason is influenced by so many things is not
altogether to its discredit. If you could find a man who
is influenced only by reason, whose love, gratitude and
conscience, did not move him to anything, but who de
cided everything in the cold light of reason, you would
have the devil incarnate. Such a man no one would wish
for a friend. The Lord pity the woman who might mar
ry him ! There is something in us beside reason, unless
we are the children of the Devil without any mixture of
other blood. There is something in God higher than
reason, else we had never been redeemed. "Godso
LOVED the world that he gave his only begotten son."
Rationalism would turn men into devils of cold calcula
tion. God would use their reason under the control of
truth and love. 'Come now, let us reason together, saith
the Lord." He can furnish the knowledge necessary to
right conclusions. Such is the object of revelation, and
all who are following reason without a revelation are mis
led. Agnoticism is the world's latest admission that man
cannot by searching find out God. God must reveal him
self. In the Bible he has done so, and for you to think
that without the help of such a revelation you can be
guided by fickle and fallible reason is a mistake which
every reasonable man ought to have sense enough not
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to make. Indeed we can explain such mistakes only
on the ground of some hallucination that hushes the
voice of reason altogether.
Christianity deals in facts. The birth, life, death and
resurrection of Christ are facts. There is no fact in his
tory better established than his resurrection: and when
that is once accepted, there is no difficulty in accepting
his other miracles as facts. The Sophists of Athens
claimed that they could prove anything by a course of
reasoning. Socrates rebuked their folly and called atten
tion to the facts. Scientists at one time tried to establish
their pet theories by an appeal to reason. Bacon did the
world a service by magnifying facts, and putting reason
in its proper place. First ascertain the facts, and then
draw your inferences from them. Benjamin Franklin
once came upon a company of philosophers, who were
discussing the reason why a bucket of water will weigh
no more after a flesh is put into it than it did before.
Some of them gave very plausible explanations of it.
"Well, gentlemen," asked Franklin, "Is it true? Let
us get a bucket of water and a fish, and test it." The
test was made, and it was found to be utterly false.
When the fish was added, down went the scales. Let
us first get at facts. Is sin a fact? Is it a fact that sin
pollutes, degrades, and causes suffering and death?
Is it a fact that we may get rid of sin? Then let our
reason prompt us to do so. Such is the reasoning of
the Scripture, "Thoughyour sins be as scarlet, they
shall be white as snow; though they be red like crim
son, they shall be as wool." God has provided a way
by which we may get rid of sin, and it is the only way.
"Theblood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from
all sin." Reason, uninfluenced by prejudice and evil
passion, must impel you to accept God's way, and be
rid of what you know brings ruin.
Reason emphasizes the necessity of the new birth. As
to how the new birth takes place reason has nothing to do.
There is no such thing as the reason how. The how has
to do only with the realm of observation. No one can
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tell how food keeps up the mysterious union between
matter and spirit. But any one can think of reasons
why it does this. The wisest cannot explain just how I
move my hand, but the most simple may be able to tell
why I do it. The "why" and the "how" belong to two
widely different realms ; and yet there has been a modern
attempt to confound them. The man, who rejects the
new birth because he cannot understand how it takes
place, calls himself a rationalist. His senses are so coarse
that he cannot perceive how it is done ; and though he
gets on no better trying to explain the mysteries of the
natural birth, he declares it irrational in men to accept
what they cannot understand. It is rational in men to
accept what facts demonstrate, though they cannot un
derstand it. For a man to refuse to accept what he
cannot understand would soon put him in his grave, for
he would neither eat, drink, nor sleep. The fact that
eating, drinking, and sleeping are just what he needs is
plain enough; but, if he were called upon to explain all
about the process of each and their relation to life, he
could not do it. A learned scientist was sent to a luna
tic asylum because he refused to do anything he could
not understand, and would not, therefore, eat until some
one should explain to him just how food supported the
mysterious thing called life. He was irrational. And
rationalism is very irrational. It is an attempt to push
reason out of her realm and make her do service for
which she has no capacity.
Reason deals with the fitness of things. "It is not rea
son," said the Apostles, "that we should leave the word
of the Lord and serve tables." The rich man of the par
able was a fool, in that he did not see the suitableness of
things. He laid up in barns food for his soul, and said:
"Soul,thou hast much goods laid up for many years ;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." He was like
a man who would lay up for his family a winter's supply
of earth, stones and stubble, things that they could not
eat. God demands of us nothing unreasonable. It is
fitting that we should love with our whole hearts one
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who loves us so deeply. It is fitting that we should give
all we have and are to Him who gave his only begotten
Son for us. When we think of Calvary with its love and
suffering, all for us, no sacrifice we can make ought to be
considered great. Annie Askew, when she let her tor
mentors rack her on the wheel till her bones were broken,
rather than deny her Lord, did no unreasonable thing.
The heroism of the martyrs which led them through fire
and flood was no fanaticism, but the most reasonable re
turn to God for what he had done for them.
Reason deals with the value of things. I have seen
two men, one of whom values his head of hair more than
all the gold of earth. The other values some buttons and
beads he carries with him more than the silver of all the
mines. These men lived together in an asylum for the
insane. The lack of reason showed itself in their inabil
ity to set true values upon things. It was an ancient
custom to try the sanity of men by putting before them
an apple and a ball of gold of the same size and shape.
If they, moved by appetite, chose the apple rather than
the gold, they were declared to be in need of a guardian.
Now when God puts before us eternal life with self
denial, it is an appeal to our reason. When Jesus asked,
"What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?", He appealed to men as rational
beings to choose the truly valuable rather than the
worthless.
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